A TOURIST GUIDE THROUGH AZBUKOVICA

On Azbukovica region there are twelve churches and four monastiries. This fact indicates the importance of religion in this countryside.

The wooden hut church in Donja Orovica is dedicated to the gathering of the twelve holy Apostles with its interesting relics. The exact time of church foundation is not defined, but the experts think it is more than 200 years old. There are many icons in the church, four of them are under state protection and present a special value.

The church of Selanac is dedicated to St. Apostles Peter and Paul. The time of its building is net known but it's assumed that it dates from the twelfth centuary. There is a crypt inside, a place where the monks have been buried, as well as a priest's wife who lived 110 years.

The church in Ljubovija is dedicated to the Holy Transfiguration and it was built in 1932, in the Moravic style.

The monastery "St. Nicoly the Serbian" is situated at the foot of Sokolske mountains, under the highest peak Rožanj, about 15 km from Ljubovija. It has a special place and meaning in the tradition of the Serbian people, foremost as a symbol of invincibility and the last place of Turkish strongholds under the Turkish reign. It is dedicated to holy Diocesan Nikolai Velimirović. Inside the monastery complex there is a museum, a dormitory and relatively big lodging "The house of Nikolai Velimirović" which can accomodate up to approximately 200 guests.

Monastery of Holy Trinity (sv. Trojica) is in a small village called Bjele Vode, on the slopes of the hill Nemić, near Ljubovija, about 400 meters above river Drina. The monastery has an excepttionally nice view over Drina and Bosnian mountains, fresh air, and spring water of a very high quality, after which the village got its name. The monastery owns a coffin with the remnant bones of St. Petka, brought there from Jaši, in Romania.

Monastery of Holy Trinity - A legend says that it got its name after the place called Čitluk, it is about 400 years old and it's the oldest religious Orthodox monument around the region of Drina. The facts dating from 1878 testify the exsistence of the church. The local people together with their priest have built a new church in 1966, on the very remaining of the old one. In this monastery there are miniature bits of the body remaining belongin to the holy Petočislenik - i.e. five martirs Evstratije, Avksentije, Evgenije, Mardarije and Orest.

The copy of the Miraculous icon of Tihvinska mother of god. - In front of this icon, many religious people, those of strong faith, have experienced a number of healings and miracles.

MANIFESTATION CALENDAR

New Year's regatta - 01st January (Lučice - Vrhpolje) - ethno vilagge Vrhpolje - Ljubovija

Swimming for the God's appearance cross - 19th January (river Drina, ethno village Vrhpolje)

Valentine's Day - 14th February

Village gatherings - February, March

The 8th March Regatta - 8th March (Lučice - Vrhpolje) - ethno village Vrhpolje - Ljubovija)

The Easter Olympics - April (Donja Orovica)

The 1st May's early - rising picnic (Trešnjica - ethno village Vrhpolje - Ljubovija)

Gastro fest - the second Saturday in May

Ecological and Educational Camp Caparić - from 1st to 20th July in the village Caparić nearby Ljubovija, Camp organisers are the manager of the eec Camp, dr. Dragan Petrović and graduated biologist Milorad Janković)

Raspberry Days - 7th July (Drlače - Lukića Brdo)

Drina's Regatta - second Saturday in July (Rogačica - Gornja Trešnjica - ethno village Vrhpolje - Ljubovija)

Games on the water - "Start loving Drina" - The fourth weekend in July, organiser Rafting Club "Drina's Regatta" and Ethno village Vrhpolje)

Harvesting - 19th July - 19th August (Monastery of St. Nicolai - Soko Grad)

Liers'day - 9th August (Liers' meeting - Drlače)

Regatta under the Stars - the third Saturday in August (Gornja Trešnjica - Ethno village Vrhpolje - Ljubovija)

Day of the jeep race - August (062 887 0 550 - Milan Đurić)

Bike's racing day - second Saturday in September

Annual Manifestation of the evocing memory of the battle at Mačkov kamen - September

REASTAURANT (FOOD AND DRINK) OFFERS:

SUR "Soko grad" 015 561 591

SUR "Lovac" 015 562 999

SUR "Tri šešira" 015 562 247

SUR "Stadion" 015 562666

SUR "Idila" 015 563 277

SUR "Panorama" 015 563 053

SUR "Boem" 063 76 11 146

SUR "Grand" 015 560 500

Restaurant "Raketa" 015 561 003, 562 206

Restaurant "Drina petrol" 015 562 868

Restaurant "Markovi konaci" 015 561 007, 063 81 31 630

Restaurant "Zeleni venac" 065 606 88 02

"Lucijano" 065 606 88 02

Ethno village Vrhpolje 069 423 6 573

Local - home made food - Restaurant "Gradnja" 015 561 805

Coffee bars and Discoteques:

Caffee bar "Castle" 015 562 517 - Ana Gligorić

Caffee bar "Victoria" 062 88 70 484 - Marko

Caffee pizzeria "G and A" 062 88 70 357 - Milan Gligorić

Caffee bar i discoteque "Don Pacco" 069 24 81 000 - Miroslav Đokić

Caffee bar "Siesta" 069 667 057 - Pero Marković

Sport caffee 064 494 00 90

Cakeshop "M and V" galeria - 015 562 750 - Zorka Sovrić

Billiar club and cakeshop "Neven" 015 561 784, 062 88 70 340 - Ivan Ristić

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Ljubovija municipality 015 561 411, fax 015 562 870

Tourist Organisation 015 561 050

Bus station 015 561 822

Medical centre - Ljubovija 015 561 826

Police station 015 561 737

Taxi (on call) 015 561 777

Post Office 015 561 508

Fire brigade 015 561 759

Library "Milovan Glišić" 015 561 842, 561 529

Cultural and Dancing Centre "Azbukovica" 015 562 108, 063 88 66 791

Monastery St. Nikolai - Soko Grad 015 571 120, 571 099, fax 015 571 110, 065 341 26 20, e-mail: ristivojeviczoran@gmail.com, manastirsoko@zona.ba

Monastery of Holy Trinity - Čitluk 015 562 800

Monastery of Holy Trinity - Bjele Vode 064 630 49 49

The church Svetog Preobraženja (town's church Ljubovija) 065 43 76 888

ACCOMODATION CAPACITIES IN LJUBOVIJA DISTRICT

Uzovnica

Savo i Milica Stajić 015 566 123

Živko Matić 015 566 130

Bratislava Tomić 015 566 121

Dragica Gačević 015 566 261

Tomislav Vasić 015 566 128

Milan Stajić 015 566 129

Zoran Polić 015 566 198

Milomir Đurić 015 566 164
Košlje
Marko Jokić 015 570 196

Slobodan Arsenović 015 570 073

Mileta Mitrović 015 570 100, 064 30 55 924

Milosav Mutapović 015 570 001

Života Mitrović 015 570 072

Novica Panić 015 570 006, 065 377 20 71

Rade Mojić 064 13 24 210

Milo Tadić 015 570 000, 064 84 88 670

Bogosav Živković 015 570 183, 064 45 80 719

Dragan Radojević 015 570 020

Radomir Krstić 015 570 117
Podnemić
Milanka Jović 060 33 98 242
Živorad Manojlović - 061/160-44-88
Vrhpolje
Ethnic village Vrhpolje 069 423 6 573, 015/567-307
Drlače
Drlače, Tadića vajati, Dragan Tadić 061 16 26 315
Gornja Trešnjica 

Aleksandar Spasojević 011/81-21-846, 064/88-38-300
Čitluk
Sreten Trijić 015 562 747

Andrijana Rajković 015 562 718
Lonjin
Ljubiša Stepanović 064 887 96 45, 015 661 534

Spomenka Sarić 015 562 673
Zakućani
Ljiljana Petković 015 562 684, 065 47 47 945

Ljubovija is a small town in Western Serbia, region of Podrinje. The town is situated on the estuary of river Ljuboviđa into Drina, surrounded by hills like Kik, Nemić, Kršino Brdo. The municipality of Ljubovija is mainly mountainious region, 38 km away from Republic of Srpska and municipalities of Bratunac and Srebrenica are devided by river Drina. It has an area of 356 square km and it is boarded with the municipalities of Bajina Bašta, Valjevo, Osečina, Krupanj, and Mali Zvornik. The inhabitants call this themselves Azbukovčani. The municipality has around 17.000 inhabitants, and Ljubovija as the county's centre has 5.000 inhabitants. Ljubovija got it's name after the beg Ljubović, who in time of social and economic development, built a fort up the Drabić field. The Ljubovija region has been populated as far as the prehistoric time/age as well as in the antic times, which is evidenced by numerous archeological excavations. By the order of duke Milan Obrenović on the 3rd June 1871 Ljubovija was proclaimed into a small town. 

Sport and recreation Tourism

 People that like rafting, fishing, hunt, climbing, bike driving (cycling), paragliding and hitch hiking, may enjoy in many facilities that are at hand of the greatest potential of this region, passes through Azbukovica in the lenght of 38 km. It offers many touristic and recreational potentials. By organizing rafting regatta and coming down with boats along the half-mountainious Drina, the lovers of rafting will have unforgetable impressioons. Drina's regatta has been held for a whole decade, on a second Saturday in July every year. It started with a few boats and rafts belonging to regatta's pioneers; today it has 20.000 floating items which take part in coming down the river and 20.000 participants in actual manifestation. 

Hunt

 Hunting association "Mileta Polić - Bata" has been founded in 1900. Hunting association manages the hunting area "Bukovica", which spreads accross 35.624 acres. Among the most desirable hunts are those concerning deer hunting, wild pig hunting, rabbit and phaesan hunting and partridge hunting.

Fishing

 Fishing association "Drina" has been founded in 1951. Drina, which passes through Azbukovica in the lenghth of 38 km. makes a perfect home for great "ihtyofauna": pike, catfish, roach, etc.

Paragliders may enjoy in coming down from numerous mountain peaks and hills in this region.

The mountaineers have the opportunity to get aquainted with beautiful mountain tracks which are marked. They can see the beautiful landscape from Mt. Bobija, whose highest peak is Tornička Bobija (1.272 m). On the mountain itself there is a mountaineer's house "Srbija Šume" and a wooden hut church near Dobra Voda.

The fans of cycling may also enjou in riding along interesting and hard approaching tracks.

VILLAGE TOURISM

 Clear, fresh air, healty food, clear mountain water, rivers, forests, and mountains are our touristical offer. Many households are ready to accomodate tourists so in all near by villages around Bobija and along Drina there are accomodations with evaluated categorization Among the first ones offering (board and room) were the households in the following villages: Uzovnica, Vrhpolje, Gornje Košlje, Drlače, Lonjin, Crnča and Podnemić. 

Vrhpolje - is on the right bank of river Drina, on the highway Ljubovija - Užice, 8 km from Ljubovija. A typical representative of village tourism is the ethno village Vrhpolje. It offers the capacity of 12 wooden huts, first class category, ready to take in around 50 guests. There is also "Hajdučka kuća" with a wide spread summer garden near by Drina.

Uzovnica - is just along the highway Ljubovija - Mali Zvornik, 9 km from Ljubovija, on the right bank of Drina. A hearty welcome will be domenstrated on the side of kind hosts with traditional candied fruit and cold spring water, and home made brandy, as well as domestic dishes (quisine).

Gornje Košlje - is on the height of 930 m above the sea level. At the foot of Mount Bobija (1.272 m), a typical mountainious place at the verge of the canyon Gornja Trešnjica, the inhabitat of wild rare birds. In spite of its location, it has many young hosts and hostesses ready to recieve guests, tired from the urban way of life.

Drlače - Tadića Vajati is in the village Drlače, 12 km from Ljubovija going on to Bajina Bašta. There is a lovely small bay for bathing as well as beautiful rocks which are irrisistable for sunbathing, during summer season.

Podnemić - a place 380 m above sea level, 6 km from Ljubovija. There's a monastery of St. Trinity and a monastery house, as well as ethno complex "Ognjište" below Bjela Stena.

Mačkov kamen  - is on a mountain Jagodnja. It was a fierce battlefield between the Serbian and Austrian troops, in the World war II, 1914. In honour to killed Serbian soldiers a monument has been built there. This battle took the lives of 2.000 soldiers. Mačkov kamen has very good facilities for winter sports - skiing at most. A well done ski track and a mini mountain cable car offer a lot of enjoument in the beauty of winter.

Rimski most (Roman Bridge) - is on the river Ljuboviđa. It dates from the Roman times, and the present look got from the Turkish times, the bridge has been built in the form of an arch, from stone, and instead of concrete the melted lead has been used, from the nearby mine.

Kanjon Trešnjice - The canyon is of extreme general significance, and so put under the state's protection, for the sake of preserving the habitat of the rare exsistence of vulture. It is one of the most beautiful canyons and it is the habitat of 17 bird couples of white vulture eagles, which can also be found in the canyon of Uvac. It is the endangered species which is on the verge to be extinguished and the ecologists are doing everything to prevent it.
